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MMMM 
BRITISH ‘PLANE DOWN - 
IN COUNTY DUBLIN 


The Government Informa- 
tion Bureau last night stated : 


A British aircraft crashed 
this afternoon in County 
Dublin. crew, who 


were uninjured, have been 
interned, 


MORE AND FASTER 
MERCHANT SHIPS 


MR. ROOSEVELT'S NEW 
SAFETY MEASURE 


Press ASSOCIATION TELEGRAM. 
WASHINGTON, Thursday. 


PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT 
predicted to-day that 
‘‘ more and faster ships’ would 
be built in the United States to 
‘* carry through the open waters 
of the seven seas implements of 
war which will help destroy the 
menace to free peoples every- 
where. - 

The statement was made in a letter 
to Rear-Admiral Land, Chairman of 
the United States Maritime Commis- 
sion. 

“TIT am glad,” he said, 
opportunity to send a 
message to the American i 
‘To-day, as never before in our history, 
our merchant marine is vital to our 
national welfare. 

“I do not mean vital merely in the 
conventional sense that it makes an 
important contribution, but in the 
stronger sense that it is a crucially 
decisive factor in our struggle for 
existence as a free people. 

“If we are going to keep away from 
our shores forces that have convulsed 
the old world, and now menace the 
new, the job will be done in large 
measure by the ships and sailors of 
the merchant marine and by the work- 
ing men who build the ships and 
supply them. 

“H they fail the whole effort fails. 

“ All earnest, hard - working 
Americans, who — the best part of 
their lives providing for the security. 
and happiness of those they love, 
know that that precious security and 
happiness depend exactly on the 
success of that effort. 

“I know that the effort will not 
fail—that more and faster ghips will 
be built and manned by American sea- 
men, and that they will carry through 
the open waters of the seven seas im- 

lements of war which will help 
estroy the menace to free peoples 
everywhere.” 


“of the 
maritime 


MR. STIMSON ON 
NEUTRALITY ACT 


WASHINGTON, Thursday. 


Mr. Stimson, U.S. v, of 
State for War. deise ee new- - 


tralitv law to-day as “a violation of 
our most sacred and important tradi- 
tion in foreign policy—the freedom of 
the seas.” The law, he said, was sure 
to bring the United States into trouble. 
because it was against their inherent 
rights. The ‘‘repeal of the law,” he 
declared, ‘‘ will have to be carefully 
considered when we attempt to de- 
liver the goods to Britain.” 


U.S. PRESIDENT'S 
NEXT TALK 
DIPLOMATS TO BE 


PRESENT 


ASSOCIATED PRESS. 
WASHINGTON, Thureday. 


President Roosevelt to-day began 
work on the “ fireside’ radio talk 
gvhich he is to give on May 27, and 
which may contain a momentous pro- 
nouncement on international affairs. 

The be 


thirty-minute talk will 


presence of diplomatic representatives 
of other American Republics, and it is 
reliably stated will centre on the world 


as 


NO RETREAT FOR 

EITHER SIDE - 

Attempted Landings 
Frustrated at Sea 


BOTH SIDES CLAIM | 
WARSHIPS SUNK 


ESCRIBING the battlefront in Crete to the House of 

Commons last night, Mr. Churchill said that the 

present was an indeterminate moment in a battle in which 
neither side has any means of retreat. 


He told an expectant House of the arrivals of Ger- 
man air-borne troops and how they are being increased 
daily, and then described a surprise attack by the Navy on 
Wednesday night on a German convoy, in which two 
transports and a number of caiques (Greek vessels) , with 
an escorting destroyer, were sunk. 


The Premier also told how at daybreak on Thurs- 


day, when a convoy of thirty vessels was sighted, British 


destroyers and light naval forces tried to engage them. The 
Germans turned towards the islands of the Archipelago, 
with the British in pursuit. 


British ships off. 


The battle raged through- 


out the day, with the German Air Force trying to drive the 


Mr. Churchill had no definite information for the 
House as to the results, but said that he felt they could 


hardly be otherwise than satisfactory, in view of the British 
naval strength in the Mediterranean. 


The House asked the Premier to convey its admira- 
tion of and confidence in the troops in Crete. 


INTENSE FIGHTING 


On the motion for the adjournment 
of the House, Mr. Churchill, referring 
to the battle for Crete, said that he 
could only give a very provisional 


account. : i 
“Fighting is continuing with in- 
tensity,’ he said, “and although the 


gained some local successes at heavy 
cost, They are using large numbers 
of air-borne parachute troops, and 
these are being increased daily. 


our troops still hold the aerodrome, 
although the Germans are now in 
what is called ‘‘ occupation of the 
town,” which probably means that 
they are ensconced in certain buildings 
in that town. In the Retimo district 
there is no report of any particular 
fighting, although the attempt by the 
enemy to attack the area of the aero- 
drome early yesterday morning was 
successfully held. 


MORE LANDINGS 


“In the Canea-Suda Bay sector 
heavy enemy air attacks in the early 
morning yesterday were followed dur- 
ing the course of the day by further 
parachute landings south-west of 
Canea, which were heavily engaged 
by our artillery and machine-guns. 

“At Maleme Aerodrome, ‘ten miles 
south-west of Canea, it appears that 
the enemy are now in occupation of 
the aerodrome and of the areas to the 
west of it, but the aerodrome is still 
under our fire. Elsewhere in this 
sector the coastal line remains in our 
hands. The fighting is going on, 
deepening in intensity and will cer- 
tainly continue for some time. 

‘“‘Tast night the enemy began to try 
sea-hornhe landings. A convoy makin 
for Crete was intercepted by our nava 


forces. Two transports and a num- 
ber of caiques, which probably con- 
tained troops intended for landing 


operations were sunk, and an enemy 
destroyer which was escorting the con- 
voy was also sun&, but during the 


situation. 


course of to-day very much larger at- 


Someone's 
a darned good darner 


situation is in hand the Germans have 


“ The position at Heraclion is that : 


‘ 


tempts have been made by the enemy 
to carry an army into Crete, and a 
convoy of thirty vessels was discerned 
this morning by our forces, and was 
presumably attacked by them. 

‘* My information is not complete on 
that point. The convoy turned away 
towards the islands of the Archipe'ago, 
and was being attacked by our a 
stroyers and light forces. I have not 
received any further information as to 
what happened. There has been fight- 
ing all during the day. The enemy 
Air Force is attacking our ships, and 
we are attacking the convoy. 1 am 
sorry to.say I have got no. definite in- 
formation as to the results, but I feel 
they can hardly be other than satisfac- 
tory in view of the naval forces of 
which we dispose in the Mediterra- 
nean.” ' 


STRANGE AND GRIM 


Mr. Bevan (Lab., Ebbw ad asked 
the Prime Minister to take whatever 
available means he had to send from 
the House its admiration of, and con- 
fidence in, the troops in Crete. 

Mr. Churchill—I certainly will, It 
is a most strange and grim battle that 
is being fought. Our side has no air 
support because they have no aero- 
dromes-—not because they have no 
aeroplanes. 

“ The other side has little or none of 
artillery or tanks. Neither side has any 
means of retreat. It is a desperate, 
grim battle, and I will certainly send 
the good wishes of the House—and the 
encouragement and approval of the 
House—to these men in what is un- 
doubtedly a most important battle, 
which will affect the whole course of 
the campaign in the Mediterranean.’ 


HOUSE GRATIFIED 


Mr. Hore-Belisha (Nat., Devon- 
port) said that, as he asked for this 
statement, he would like to say how 

reatly the House appreciated Mr. 

hurchill’s courtesy in making these 
periodical statements, and how gratified 
they were at the parts which were satis- 
factory, and how much they wished to 
assure him of their encouragement in 
the struggle. 

Mr. enson (Lab., Chesterfield) 
asked the Prime Minister whether, as 
he had said the other side had no tanks, 
it was to be implied that the Allies had 
tanks. - 

Mr. Churchill—I certainly had not 
thought of going into-those details. 


CAIRO REPORT 


The Cairo communiqué issued yester- 
day afternoon states, in regard to opera- 
tions in Crete :—‘‘ Yesterday (Wednes- 
day) further waves of German para- 
chutists and air-borne troops continued 
to land at various points on the island 
throughout the day. British and New 
Zealand forces, assisted by Greeks and 
Cretans, all rendered a magnificent 
account of themselves. os with 
splendid courage and dash, our Empire 
forces, with their gallant allies, 
delivered three successful counter- 
attacks.’”’ 


BIG GERMAN CLAIM 


Press ASSOCIATION. 
BERLIN, Thureday. 


The German High Command issued 
this special communiqué to-night :— 

“The German Air Force scored 
articular successes to-day against the 
ritish Navy in the Eastern Mediter- 
ranean. our British cruisers and 
some destroyers were sunk by direct 
hits, and a battleship and two other 
destroyers were severely damaged.’’ 
Previous to this announcement the 
official German News Agency stated 
that a British cruiser was sunk by 
German bombers in the - Eastern 
Mediterranean yesterday. | 
It added that altogether ‘‘three units 
of the British Navy were hard hit’’ 
in the attack. 


ITALIAN CLAIM 
ROME, Thursday. 


The Italians claim to have sunk a 
British cruiser by air attack yesterday 
morning in the Eastern Mediterranean. 
Six other ships, it is stated, were 
with the cruiser, She was hit “fair 
and square” by two heavy bombs. 
Flames and black smoke followed, and 
she began to list, Lifeboats were seen 
to be lowered and the other ships 
crowded round to pick up survivors. 


BRITISH SHIP SUNK 
The British Board of 


‘taken by surprise when Royal Air 
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Refugees taking a 


BATTLE FOR CRETE 


BACK TO THE NORTH. 


Ea 


Dy he 


last look at Dublin yesterday from the 


window of a special train which took them from Amiens Street 
Station back to Northern Ireland. 


5,000 PRISONERS IN 
ABYSSINIA 


BRITISH DESTROY 


SOLLUM POST 
A NOTHER five thousand 


Italians have fallen into 
British hands in the rapid 
advance and mopping-up opera- 
tions in the Gonda area, where 
two Italian divisions are now 
trapped in the battle of the 
lakes, according to the British 


communiqué. i 

So precipitate has been the Italian 
flight in one district that a hundred 
dead were left on a battlefield. To 
the south, the British advance guards 
overwhelmed a complete rearguard, 
consisting of a brigade headquarters 
and three Colonial. battalions. . 

Meanwhile the R.A.F., assisted by 
da Gaullists, is striking hard and re- 
peatedly at convoys, attacking aero- 
dromes and machine-gunning camps or 
troops in Libya, Greece and Abyssinia. 

The Cairo communiqué says that at 
Tobruk there is nothing of importance 
to report. In the Sollum area during 
the night of May 20th-2lst advance 
elements of. British mechanised troops 
destroyed an enemy post on Sollum 
Hill, knocking out three German 
tanks. British patrols in this area, it 
says, are continuing their vigorous 
aggressive activities. 

The R.A.F. Middle East communiqué 
says that in Libya fighter aircraft 
successfully attacked motor transport 
convoys near the Capuzzo area on 
Wednesday. Many lorries were de- 
stroyed and others damaged. Other 
aircraft bombed and machine-gunned 
a camp in the same area. During the 
— night targets near Barce were 
ombed. 

During the night of May 20th-2l1st 
British bombers made a heavy and 
successful attack on German occupied 
aerodromes in Greece At Eleusis, 
bombs were seen to burst among air- 
craft on the ground and a fire was 
started. At Menidi the results were 
not observed. At Malaoi several large 
explosions were observed, whilst at 
Topolia two fires were started. 

Malta was bombed on Wednesday 
and slight damage caused to service 


operations in Egypt, 
Greece, Iraq, Syria and Abyssinia six 
British aircraft are missing. 

A communiqué from Nairobi records 
that one British N.C.O. captured an 
Italian medium-sized tank single-handed 
by jumping aboard the tank and open- 
mg the turret-cover and killing the 
crew with his revolver. 


BRITISH RAID ON 
HELIGOLAND . 


The British Air Ministry last night 


stated that a few single raiders flew 
over Britain during the day. 
dropped on a village in Sussex 


damaged cottages and caused a small 
number of casualties. One raider-was 
shot down by British fighters yester- 
day morning. 

Air Ministry reports state that the 
Island of Heligoland evidently was 


Force bombers attacked it in daylight 
on Wednesday afternoon. The air- 
craft swept over the island at a height 
of between forty and fifty feet, 
through a continuous hail of anti-air- 
craft: fire. One bomb made a direct 
hit on a battery of guns. 

Docks to the south of the island, 
and also the centre of the town, were 
bombed, and. after the attack the 
target. was a swirl of dust and smoke, 
lit here and there by flames. The 
comage done eight days ago was “ob- 
serv 


Later the same afternoon a strong 
force of bombers, escorted by 
formations of Spitfires and Hurricanes, 
attacked the power station and oil re- 
finery at y, three miles from 
Bethune and some 50 miles inside 
occupied France. Direct hits were 
scored on both targets. 

‘Five enemy fighters were shot 
down, one by a bomber,”’ it is added, 
“and one Royal Air Force bomber 
and six fighters are missing. 

“One bomber is missing from the 
Heligoland raid,” 


BRITAIN’S GROWING 
WAR BILL 


— 


An indication of Britaih's vast and | 


wing wartime expenditure is given 
in a White Paper, issued last night 
analysing credit votes of £3,500,000,000 
for the financial year 1941-42. This 
figure excludes the value of supplies 
from the United States under the Lease 
and Lend Act and payments under 
orders placed in America before the 


try of Supply, 
totals £2 


SCOTS DUKE HAD 
NEVER MET 
RUDOLF HESS 


HEN the Duke of Hamilton 
W was taken to see Rudolf Hess 
after he had landed in Scot- 
land it was the first time the Duke 
had met the Deputy Fuehrer with 
whom he has never been in corre- 
spondence, said Sir Archibald Sinclair 
in the House of Commons yesterday. 
Herr Hess he said, first revealed his 
true identity when he was in hospital, 
and said that he had seen the Duke 
when he was at the Olympic Games at 
Berlin in 1936. 

‘The Duke did not recognise the 
aarjgeoul said the Air Minister, ‘‘and 

ad never met the Deputy Fuehrer. 
He had, however visited Germany for 
the Olympic Games in 1936, and during 
that time had attended more than one 
large public functicn at which German 
Ministers were 
fore, quite possible that the Deputy 

uehrer may have seen him on one 
such occasion. 

“As soon as the interview was over, 
Wing Commander the Duke of Hamil- 
ton flew to England and gave a full 
report of what had passed to the 
Prime Minister, who sent for him. 

“Contrary to reports which have 
appeared in some of the newspapers, 
the Duke has never been in correspon- 
dence with the Deputy Fuehrer. None 
of the Duke’s three brothers who are, 
like himself, serving in the Royal Air 
Force, has either met Hess or had 
correspondence with him. It will be 
seen that the conduct of the Duke of 
Hamilton has been in every respect 
honourable and proper." 

Answering further question, Sir 
Archibald said that every effort was 
made‘ to intercept Herr Hess’s ‘plane, 
and at the time he baled out one 
British Defiant — fighter was hot 
on the trail. e could not say 
whether Herr Hess wrote a letter to 
the Duke, but no letter from him had 
reached the Duke or any responsible 
authority. 


IRAQI BOMBS ON 
TRANSJORDAN 


THE German radio claimed 
last night that Raschid 


Ali’s air -force “ successfully 


bombed British itions at 
Amman, capital of Trans- 
jordan, yesterday, says the 
bais Association. 


The raid was described as the “ first 
operation by Iraqi forces outside their 
own territory,’’ thus I EN 
earlier German reports that Iraq 
troops had penetrated into Palestine. 

British troops are twenty miles from 
Baghdad, the capture of which is 
imminent, according to British mili- 
tary circles in Ankara, quoted by the 
the National Broadcasting Company's 
correspondent there last night. 

The Cairo communiqué last night 
said that operations in the neighbour- 
hood of Fallujah are progressing. In 
on k Basrah area the situation remains 


calm. 
The R.A.F. meee said that 
the cantonment at Habbaniyah was 
machine-gunned by German aircrait, 
slight damage being caused. 
erman wireless reported yesterday 
that the son of the Emir Abdullah of 
nsjordania had created a volunteer 
corps which be ready to 
help 
to comment on an Ankara Radio re- 
rt: that de Gaulle forces have 
into Syria. Military circles 
confirm the report. 
Reports that de Gaulle forces had 
entered Syria and been joined a 
French unit in Syria were denied in a 
communiqué in t yesterday, says 
G oer Sone oer French Secretar) 
ene eret, Frenc 
of State for Ar, who is in Syria, bas 
started his preparations to ‘defend 
French possessions in the Near East 
against air attack,’’ the German radio 
said last night. 
Turkey is taking ‘‘ precautions” in 
regard to Syria apd : is was 
indicated yesterday by authorita- 
tive newspaper, Yen: Sabah, which 
explains: ‘‘Our relations are normal 
with Germany, therefore she has no 
right to object to such moves.” 


HITLER AT HIS 
MOUNTAIN HOME 


Press ASSOCIATION. 


BERLIN, Thursday. . 
mountain retreat 


Hitler is at 
e Bavaria. He 


resent.” It is, there” 


BRITAIN WARNS 


FRANCE 


‘NEW AND SINISTER’ 
COLLABORATION 


B RITAIN’S stern warning to 
the French Government 
was delivered in the House of 
Commons yesterday by Mr. 
Eden, Foreign Secretary, when 
he spoke of the “new and 
sinister’’ collaboration with 
the Germans, and announced 
amid cheers: 

“& We shall, naturally, hold 
ourselves free to attack the 
enemy wherever he may be 
found, and in so doing we shall 
no longer feel bound to draw 
any distinction between 
occupied and unoccupied terri- 
tory in the execution of our 
military plans. 


There were cries of ‘‘Shame ” when 
Mr. Eden spoke of Marsha] Pétain’s 
broadcast to the French people appeal- 
ing for sag ET Ons, acceptance of 
the results of Admiral Darlan’s nego- 
tiations with the Germans. 

“These negotiations,’’ said Mr. Eden, 
“have been described in Vichy as 
opening up a new phase in Franco- 
nett collaboration, of which, no 
doubt, the action of the Vichy Govern- 
ment in allowing Syrian aerodromes to 
be used by German aircraft is an 
example.”’ 

President Roosevelt has stated clearly 
his view of this new and sinister de- 
velopment in Vichy policy, and the 
U.S. Government have already taken 
certain preventive action in regard to 
French shipping in United States ports. 

“In the confused and uneasy ex- 

lanation which has been put out in 

ichy it has been suggested that the 
yolicy of collaboration between the 

ichy Government and Germany is to 
be political and economic only, and it 
has been stated that the Vichy Govern- 
ment have no intention of attacking 
Great Britain, and still less the United 
States. 

“This explanation cannot conceal 
that the Vichy Government have etm- 
barked upon a course which must place 
the ‘resources and territory of France 
and her empire increasingly at the dis- 
posal of a Power which is the enemy, 
not only of France’s former ally, but 
of France herself. (Cheers.) 

“The French people will, the British 
Government are sure, regard this policy 
as incompatible with the honour of 
France. Nor will they believe that 
the future of France and her Empire 
will be better served by surrendering 
them to Hitler's so-called new order 
than by resolutely maintaining and 
defending their ‘independence until 
such a time as the victorious Allies 
shall complete their liberation. 

“The British Government must, 
however, take account of the acts of 
the Vichy Government. (Cheers.) 


FREEDOM OF ATTACK 

“Tf the Vichy Government, in pur- 
suance of their declared policy of eol- 
Haboration with the enemy, take action 
or permit action detrimental to our 
conduct of the war, or designed to 
assist the enemy s war effort, we shall, 
naturally, hold ourselves free to at- 
tack the enemy wherever he may be 
found and in so doing we shall no 
longer feel bornd to draw any dis- 
tinction between occupied and  un- 
occupied territory in the execution of 
our military plans. 

“On August 7 last the Government 
assured General de Gaulle that it was 
their determination when victory was 
won to secure the full restoration of 
the independence and greatness of 
France. 

“It rests with the French people to 
determine whether they will play their 
part in assisting those who have con- 
tinued to fight for the liberation of 
France, or whether France will hence- 
forward serve in the ranks of Ger- 
many’s satellites.’ 

Asked by Mr. P. J. Noel-Baker 
(Labour) is they would make it 

lain to the French ~— that the 

ichy Government did not represent 
them, Mr. Eden Yeplied: ‘‘ Yes, the 
object of my statement is to make 
quite plain to the French le the 
views of the Government and their 
understanding of the position in which 
the Vichy Government has placed 
them.’’ 

When members questioned. him 
about the blockade, and anticipating 
any action by Vichy in handing over 
i” ÁasaA to the Germans, Mr. Eden 
said that these were questions of mili- 
tary action, into which he could not 
enter. 


PATROLS INTERCEPT 


FRENCH TANKER 


“Swift action has followed Mr. 
Eden’s statement in the House of 
Commons yesterday regarding the 
French Government,” writes the Press 
Association Lobby Correspondent. — 

“I learn authoritatively that British 
naval patrols in the Atlantic have in- 
tercepted and taken charge of a French 
oil tanker, named Scheherez, which 
was ee a cargo’ of oil from one 
of the United States ports to Casa- 
blanca, in North Africa, 

“The British Government a short 
time © gave a navicert to this 
tanker, but developments in the last 
few days in Syria and elsewhere have 
made a big impression on opinion in 
America, as well as in England, and 
the vessel was picked up with the full 
consent of the United States.” : 


BIG Fá” IN CATTLE 
EXPORTS  —- 


The effects of the outbreak of foot- 
and-mouth disease was again demon- 
strated in the trade returns for Ape. 
which have just been published. The 
value of the live animals exported 
during es month was £40,503, as com- 

d wi 


increase in the 
i and 
‘ee 
April of this year were £1,826 207 as 
against £1,161,18C in April last year. 
Imports were down by more than 
half as compared with April 
year. The total was £2,343, as 
against £5,066,126. The following were 
the figures for the various classes in 
April 1941; those for April, 1940, are 
iven in brackets:—Live animals 
(£26,491): food, drink and 
7,567 (£1,705 810); other 


The im 
the lowest figure for any month in 
the last year. The exports however, 

£2,157,216 were slightly higher than 
in February anc March. The adverse 

ce on the month’s trading was 
£186,664. 


INCREASED PETROL 
PRICES | 


a ge i Wa by the Minister - a 
plies fixes maxim 
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Cardinal 


Opposes 


Conscription 
His Protest Against 
Partition 


E XPRESSIONS of opinion on Conscription—the questian of 


the moment ir 
party groups. 
The Government and the 


orth—reveal diversities of view in 


Ulster Unionist Party are said 


to favour it, with some exceptions. 
Nationalists, as a whole, are united in their opposition, 


but among the Labour Party a f 
hes differ lent the majority and speak in favour of 


man Midg 


Conscription. 


ew leading men, such as Alder- 


Cardinal MacRory, on behalf of the Church whose head 
he is in Ireland, has made clear, in the statement which we 
print to-day, his Church's opposition. 


_ Cardinal MacRory last evening | 
issued the following statement from 
Ard Ceoli, Armagh :— 

‘In view of the renewed threat of 
Conscription for the six counties, I have 
been pressed from various quarters 
since my return home last night to 
say something on the subject. 
Ordinarily, in such a crisis, I would 
call a meeting of the Bishops con- 


cerned before saying anything. As the 


matter is stated to be urgent, and some 
Bishops are absent from home adminis- 
tering Confirmation, there is no time 
necessary—fortunately, however, it is 
not necessary—for all the Bishops con- 
cerned, with one exception, expressed 
their views on the subject only two 
years ago. The exception is the Bishop 
of Derry, the Most Rev. Dr. Farren, 
who was appointed Bishop only later 
on. 1 have his authority for saying 
that he warmly approves the statement 
then issued. e statement is as 
follows :— 

“In view of the anxiety that exists 
at present among our people, on account 
of the rumours of Conscription, we 
deem it a solemn duty to make known 
our considered judgment on the situa- 
tion that confronts us in the six 
counties. We are convinced that any 
attempt to impose Conscription here 
would be disastrous. Our people have 
been already subject to the gravest, in- 
justice in being cut off from one of the 
oldest nations in Europe, and in being 
deprived of their fundamental rights 
as citizens in their own land. In such 
circumstances, to compel them to fight 
for their oppressor would be likely 
to rouse them to indignation and re- 
sistance. It would be regarded by 
Irishmen, not only in the six counties, 
but in Eire and throughout the world, 
wherever they are found, as an outrage 
on national feeling and aggression upon 
our national rights.’ ” 

“If those who think they have 
benefited by partition desire to show 
their gratitude. it should not be neces- 
sary to impose upon them ulsory 
milttery service. In actual fact, the 
British Government stands— te, lose 


rather than to gain by such an 


The Cardinal went on: “ Nothing 
that happened since these words were 
written lessens their force in the 
slightest degree. That the people of all 
creeds and classes in Belfast have re- 
cently suffered heavily at the hands of 
the Germans however regrettable it 
may be, does not touch the essence of 
the question, which ‘is that en ancient 
land, .nade one by God, was partitioned 
by a foreign Power against the 
vehement protest of its people, and 
with conscription it would now seek to 
compel those who still writhe under 
this grievous wrong to fight on the side 
of @s perpetrators. 

‘J. CARDINAL MacRory.” 


SOME PARTY VIEWS 


From Our CORRESPONDENT. 
BELFAST, Thursday. 


It is generally understood that, with 
some exceptions, the Northern Govern- 
ment and the Ulster Unionist Party 
are in favour of conscription. The 
Nationalists are distinctly, and the 
Labour Party largely, opposed to Con- 
scription. Certain Labour and Labour 
Unionist elements, however, are in 
favour of it 

Alderman Harry Midgley (Belfast), 
a leading Labour Unionist and Chair- 
man of the Northern Ireland Labour 
Party, recently declared in favour of 
conscription for the North, but Mr. J. 
Beattie, M.P., Leader of the Labour 


in the Northern Parliament, 


or i 
to-day warned Mr. Churchill that if 
he forced conscription on Northern 


Ireland his action would prove to be 
one of the biggest blunders in the 
history of Ireland or England. — 

The Rev. Professor Robert Corke AN 
M.P. for Queen’s University, in t 
Northern Parliament to-day stated :— 
““I feel that without conscription the 
people of Northern Ireland and the 
Government of Northern Ireland will 
not be able to do all they might on 
behalf of victory.” 

Alderman T. Bailie Bangor), the 
uewly-elected M.P. for North Down, 
said :—‘‘ Pergonally, I cannot see that 
Ulster, rf she is to remain true to her 
loyalist principles, can consistently 
adopt any other attitude than one 
favourable to the application of con- 
scription.” 

A statement by Mr. Denis Ireland, 
President, Ulster Union Club, declares: 
‘If the suggestion of conscription for 
Northern Ireland arises from the 
Brittsh need for more man-power, then 
the proposal to defend Britain by sow- 
ing discord in Ireland seems absolutely 
fantastic. Britain has already as many, 
troops in Northern Ireland as 
she could ever hope to take 
out of it, even by force of bayonets. 
At the eleventh hour we, as an asso- 
ciation of Ulster Protestants, look to 
the Protestant Churches in Ireland for 
a lead towards the spiritual re-integra- 
tion of our native land. 

Senator Thomas McLaughlin, J.P., 
Armagh, to-day described the conscrip- 
tion proposal as “' the last stroke,’’ and 
he alleged discrimination against the 
minority. 

Northern Ireland Nationalists will 
meet in Belfast to-day to discuss the 
question of the extension of conscrip- 
tion to the province. It was stated yes- 
terday that an important announce- 
ment would be made after the confer- 
ence. 


THE “' IRISH TIMES “a 


In consequence of the 
Government s o re- 
garding consumption of 
newsprint, the ‘- Irish 
Times “' is reduced to four 
pages to-day. This step, 
for which we apologise to 
our readers, has been 
taken in order to enable 
us to maintain a ten-page 
paper on Saturdays. To- 
morrow's issue will con- 
tain all the usual features, 
which have made Satur- 
days ‘Irish Times 
unique in Irish journalism. 
MT 


MORE FOOT-AND- 
MOUTH DISEASE 


Nine further outbreaks of foot-and- 
mouth disease in Tipperary and one in 
County Dublin were confirmed yester- 
day. Seven of the Tipperary cases 
occurred .in the Ballinga area, one 
at Modeshill and one at Kilcooly. The 
County Dublin case was at Clondalkin, 
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